
Expand the Experience
Faith Formation Activities

Grades 1–2
Jesus21

Grade 1 Grade 2
Play a selection of church songs or 
songs played on a harp. Arrange 
children in pairs and distribute 
materials to create harps for original 
songs of thanks.

Play a selection of church songs or 
songs played on a harp. Arrange 
children in pairs and distribute 
materials to create harps for original 
songs of thanks.

Show the class how to stretch 
rubber bands safely around 
the tissue box. Keep the bands 
centered over the opening. Slip 
a pencil under the rubber bands 
at one end to allow for better 
vibration. Have children decorate 
their harps with stickers. Allow time 
for creative construction.

Show the class how to stretch rubber 
bands safely around the tissue box. 
Keep the bands centered over the 
opening. Slip a pencil under the 
rubber bands at one end to allow 
for better vibration. Have children 
use stickers to decorate their harps. 
Allow time for creative construction. 

Encourage children to use their 
harps to strum along with a 
song. Just as the angels sang on 
Christmas, we can sing to thank 
God for Jesus.

Encourage small groups of children 
to rehearse one song together. Each 
group can present its original song to 
the class. Just as the angels sang on 
Christmas, we can sing to thank God 
for Jesus.

1

2

3

Content Connection
Fine Arts

Faith Focus
Give thanks for Jesus•	

What You Need
photocopies of card front•	
tissue boxes with  •	
cutout opening
rubber bands, stickers•	
pencils•	

Inclusion
Allow children with hearing 
impairments to hold the harps 
against their bodies as they 
strum to feel the vibrations.

strum a song
Activity: Children create harps to accompany their songs of 
thanks to God for giving us Jesus.

Is that a  
tissue-box harp 
I’m hearing?
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Expand the Experience

Name  Date  

strum a song

Directions

Place the tissue box, with 1.
the center removed, on your 
desk. Hold the box steady as 
a partner stretches five rubber 
bands across the length of the 
box. Be sure the rubber bands 
stretch across the opening of 
the box.

Slide a pencil under the rubber 2. 
bands near one end of the box.

Decorate the harp with stickers 3. 
or drawings.

Share the harp as you sing 4. 
songs to thank God for Jesus.

sing a 
song to 

thank God 
for Jesus.
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Grade 3 Grade 4
Ask children to cut out and color 
the objects.

Ask children to cut out and color 
the objects

Show children how to fold the 
objects on the dotted lines and 
arrange the items on the side of 
their shoe boxes. Have children glue 
the objects and add twigs, leaves, 
and grass. Ask children to draw 
pictures of Adam and Eve to add to 
the diorama.

Show children how to fold the 
objects on the dotted lines and 
arrange the items on the side of 
their shoe boxes. Have children 
glue objects. Ask children to draw 
pictures of Adam and Eve to add 
to the diorama. Ask children to add 
twigs, leaves, flowers, and grass to 
both the inside and outside of their 
dioramas.

Display the dioramas on a table 
titled “Our Gardens of Eden.”

Display the dioramas on a table 
titled “Our Gardens of Eden.”
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Content Connection
Fine Arts

Faith Focus
Learn the Creation story•	

What You Need
photocopies of card front •	
on card stock
shoe boxes•	
art supplies•	
leaves, grass, twigs•	

Inclusion
Precut the objects for children 
who need assistance with fine 
motor skills. Assign a student 
helper to assist with assembling 
the diorama.

The Garden of Eden
Activity: Children assemble a Garden of Eden diorama.

You are  
such stand-up 

guys.

Grades 3–4
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Directions: Use the trees, 
plants, and animals to 
create your own Garden 
of Eden diorama. Get a 
shoe box, set it on its side, 
then color and cut out 
each object. Fold the tab 
on the bottom and glue 
the object to your diorama. 
Add real objects such as 
leaves, flower petals, twigs, 
and grass. Then add your 
own drawings of Adam 
and Eve living peacefully in 
the garden.
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Grade 5 Grade 6
Ask a volunteer to read aloud the 
directions on the worksheet.

Ask a volunteer to read aloud the 
directions on the worksheet.

Arrange children in pairs. Tell 
children to read over the diary before 
they begin. Have them take turns 
reading aloud the passages. After 
each passage is read, have children 
write their responses.

Ask children to complete the activity.

Have volunteers share their answers. Have volunteers share their answers. 
Arrange children in pairs. Have 
them take turns telling the story of 
Abraham to their partners.
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Abraham’s diary
Activity: Children read the story of Abraham and complete a diary, using 
the Book of Genesis.

Content Connections
Writing, Language Arts

Faith Focus
Explore the story of •	
Abraham in the Book of 
Genesis and how Abraham 
trusted and obeyed God 

What You Need
photocopies of card front•	
pencils•	
Bibles•	

Inclusion
For children with impaired 
vision, read aloud the passages 
and discuss their answers.
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Name   date   d date 

Maybe I should 
find a smaller 

pencil?

Abraham’s diary

Abraham is a perfect model 
of someone who trusted and 
obeyed God. The Book of 
Genesis tells his story. 

Directions: Read the passages 
in Genesis. Complete the diary. 
Use your own words for the 
diary instead of the exact words 
in the Bible.

A while ago something wonderful happened. The Lord spoke to me! He said to me, 
“         .” (Genesis 12:2).

He asked me to leave my home and to go a new land. In Canaan he said, 
“         .” (Genesis 12:7). I honored God and built an altar to him.

But my wife, Sarah, and I had no children. Because there was no food in the land, 
Sarah and I went to Egypt for a while, but we came back to Canaan.

Then God came to me again. He told me to look up in the sky and said, 
“         .” (Genesis 15:5). He said that I would have as many 
descendants. I put my faith in God. I trusted in his word.

Later he said to me, “         .” (Genesis 17:1–2). I tried to follow his 
command and live a good life.

Then he promised I would become           (Genesis 17:4) and that my 
descendants and I would be given          . (Genesis 17:8).

Less than a year ago, some visitors from God came to our tents. One of them 
promised that we would           within a year. (Genesis 18:10).

God kept his promise. Today a son was born to my wife and me. His name is Isaac.

It is right to put your trust in the Lord!
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Grade 7 Grade 8
Demonstrate how to place children’s 
papers horizontally on their desks 
and center their Bibles. Show how to 
make creases in the paper by folding it 
along the top and bottom of the Bible. 
Remove the Bible and continue to fold 
along the creases.

Instruct children as follows: Place 
the paper horizontally on your desk 
and put the Bible in the center of the 
paper. Make creases in the paper by 
creasing it along the top and bottom 
of the Bible. Remove the Bible and 
continue to fold along the creases. 

Place the Bible on the folded paper 
two inches away from the right edge, 
as children follow your lead. Bring 
the left edge of the paper over the 
front cover of the Bible and crease it. 
Remove the Bible and fold the crease. 
Open the Bible and slip the sleeve 
over the front cover. Repeat with the 
back cover.

Instruct children to continue: Place 
the Bible on the folded paper two 
inches away from the right edge. 
Bring the left edge of the paper over 
the front cover of the Bible and crease 
it. Remove the Bible and make a fold 
along the crease. Open the Bible and 
slip the front cover into the sleeve. 
Repeat with the back cover.

Have children decorate their covers. 
Encourage creativity, but remind 
children that the covers show their 
respect for God’s Word.

Have children decorate their covers. 
Encourage creativity, but remind 
children that the covers show their 
respect for God’s Word.
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Respect God’s Word
Activity: Children make covers for their Bibles as a sign of respect.

Content Connections
Fine Arts

Faith Focus
Respect for God’s Word•	

What You Need
rectangle of heavy paper  •	
or paper bag with bottom 
cut out
arts and crafts supplies•	

Inclusion
Prefold the paper for children 
who need assistance with fine 
motor skills.

Grades
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Be creative, 
decorate your 

cover.

Respect God’s Word

Showing respect for the Bible is a way 
of showing respect for God’s Word. 
Keeping your Bible in good shape is one 
way to respect it.

Directions: Make a protective cover for 
your Bible.
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